Deviance:  (Un)Social Behavior?
Deviance:  Behavior, belief, or condition that violates social norms

· Drinking too much

· Robbing a bank

· Picking your nose

· Killing someone

· Keeping a library book too long

· Numerous tattoos and piercings
Gang- a group of people who associate together for purposes of deviance or criminal

Clique- a group of people who are friends and feel mutually connected
-In society, we have a set of rules and values that people are “supposed” to follow. 

· Why do people deviate (go away from) these social norms?
· Is the behavior considered deviant to the violator?
· Do the people know they are breaking a social norm?
· Who controls what is considered “normal”?
Social Control- Systematic practices that social groups develop to encourage conformity to norms, rules, and laws to reduce/eliminate deviance

· Internal- a person learns the rules, then follows norms and values
· External- Society imposes negative sanctions to forbid behaviors- Criminal Justice System
· Why do we need social control- ex. Broken window in a factory 
· Does social control create any problems/issues 
Reasons for Deviance- theories

· Differential association theory- people are more likely to be deviant when they associate with others who are deviant- 


Ex. Smoking, tagging, and driving while intoxicated
· Rational choice theory- a person weighs the benefits and costs of non-conventional and/or criminal behavior and decides if the behavior is worth it- 


Ex.  Cutting class, tagging, and selling drugs
· Social bond theory- people are more likely to be deviant when their ties to society are weakened or broken- when they don’t feel like they fit in to mainstream society- 


Ex- .non-athletic students and gym class- are they going 


to want to show their weakness, or would they rather cut 


class
· Strain theory- people feel strain when they see cultural goals they cannot reach because they don’t have access to the means of achieving these goals- 


Ex.- Goal: possess money, means of achievement: 



education

· Labeling theory- society creates deviants by assigning labels to individuals or groups, and then they accept the label and begin to act out


Ex.- Columbine boys- they were not fitting in to society- 


once people labeled them as “freaks,” they went on to 


dress and act as the outcasts that society made them



What happens when we label kids as “troublemaker,” 


“stupid,” “smart,” or “lazy?”

