Name:______________________

Webquest- Race:  The Power of an Illusion

http://www.pbs.org/race/000_General/000_00-Home.htm
Directions:  You will be reading this program- Race:  The power of an illusion, doing interactive activities, recording and responding to what you read.  There are 6 different sections of activities (What is Race, Sorting People, Race Timeline etc…)  Within each of these sections there are readings, activities, movies, and timelines to view.  As you go through these sections write any questions or comments for discussion in class.

1.  What is Race- click through numbers 1-10 and answer the following questions

· How have people been divided/categorized in the past?

· In early forms of slavery, how were people chosen as slaves?

· How did people use race to make inequality acceptable?

· Are there different races of other animals?

· Even if we ignore race now, how can we create a system of equality?

2.  Sorting People- click on the people’s picture to see them enlarged, then drag their picture to their “race.”

· How many people did you get right out of 16?  ___/16

· If you did not get all 16 right, why was this activity difficult?

· Did the new race classifications have helped people feel more confident/comfortable in the U.S.?

· Have these new classifications helped clear up racial tensions/issues in this country?

· Look at going deeper- look at the images of fingerprints and blood types.  How different are we really?

3.  Race Timeline-  Click on the following events (as well as a few others if you choose) and as you go, record what impact you believe this particular event had on racial relations in our country.

Before 1787

· Social identity fluid

· Thomas Jefferson suggests black inferiority

1790-1854

· Race categories first used

· Abolition strengthens race idea

· Frederick Douglass challenges race scientists

1857-1904

· Birth of Eugenics
· Jim Crow segregation begins

· White Man’s Burden

1905-1935

· Change in definition of who is black

· U.S. housing programs benefit whites only

· Minorities denied Social Security/excluded from unions

1950-2000

· UNESCO publishes statements on race

· Legal segregation ends

· Black/white wealth gap

In what different ways was racism normalized and/or accepted throughout the years?

What 3 events made the most impact on social inequality in your opinion and why?

What came 1st- slavery or race and how do you know?

4.  Human Diversity Quiz- take this quiz to see if you understand human diversity, then go explore diversity.

· People are More Alike/Less Alike (circle one) than I thought because…

· Does skin color correlate to our race or geographic region?  Is there “race” based on color?

· Can you tell the “race” of a person based on their nose shape or head size?

· Is there any science to race?  Can we use a person’s appearance to tell a person’s race?
· Explain this statement:  Race is something that was created but does not exist.
· Can you tell what diseases a person has based on their race?  Why or why not?
· Does social reality have biological affects on different races?  Why or why not?
5.  Me, My Race and I- Watch each of these short videos and write a short response to each.

· Split Identity
· To See or Not to See
· The Elephant in the Room
· How to be American
· What parts of our society help to reaffirm and continue racism?
· Do you think about race?
6.  Where Race Lives- read through these and answer the questions

Uncle Sam Lends A Hand

· What did the government do to segregate the population?
· What should be done now to help alleviate the inequality in our society?
Downward Spiral

· Do you agree with this model of how neighborhoods change?
· Can these communities be saved?
