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Savage Inequalities 
     Article Questions

1.  Explain what the phrase “the other side of the tracks” refers to.  How does this relate to East St. Louis, IL? 

2.  Describe why the old and rundown Jefferson School is being used, rather than the more modern building next door that was built two years prior to the visit by Jonathon Kozol.  

3.  Describe the series of events that took place in the East St. Louis School District during the early spring of 1989.  

4.  Identify how the district was saving money on teachers?  How might this “short-cut” impact student?
5.  Describe the hardships that the sports teams at East St. Louis High, such as football, were faced with.  How does that compare with the sports facilities and programs at AHS?

6.  List some of the aspects at East St. Louis High that put students at an educational disadvantage.

7.  Identify the following statistics:

· % of students in “truly academic” programs~
· % of students who graduate~

· % of students who go to 4-year colleges~

· % of students who get “some other kind of higher education”~

8.  Clarify what the “14-year-old girl with short black curly hair” meant when she said that MLK’s dream was “perfunctory”.  

9.  List some of the aspects of the suburban school in Rye, NY that give students an educational advantage over those in enrolled at East St. Louis High.  
10.  Identify the 3 general positions made by 11th and 12th graders at the suburban school.  Do you agree or disagree with their statements?  Explain. 

11.  Clarify Max’s statement, “You can take them out of the environment, but you can’t take the environment out of them…”  Do you agree or disagree with his statement?  Explain.  

12.  Do you think most students at AHS would agree or disagree with Jennifer’s statement, “It has to be the people in the area who want an education.  If your parents just don’t care, it won’t do any good to spend a lot of money.  Someone else can’t want a good life for you.  You have got to want it for yourself.”  What is your reasoning for thinking this? [image: image1.wmf]
