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Rise and Fall of the Spartans

1.  Describe and define the concept of the city-state. Why were these city-states so remarkable in the ancient world?

2.  Spartans fought their most famous battle at Thermopylae. What happened at Thermopylae that made the battle an example of and a metaphor for Spartan beliefs and way of life?

3.  Sparta was the most feared military state. Why did it become a military state?

4.  The Greek god Apollo was the patron god of the Spartans. Who was Apollo? Why was he so appealing to the Spartans?

5.  Spartan citizens had very little free choice in their lives. How and why did the society try to isolate and control its citizens?

6.  Compare and contrast the training of Spartan boys and Spartan girls.
7.  Persia was a constant threat to their Greek neighbors. How did the Persians challenge Spartan military superiority? 

8.  The Persian Army was one of the ancient world’s most formidable military forces. Discuss the strength and composition of this army. 

9.  Discuss the events at the Battle of Thermopylae. How did the geography of the area contribute to and/or influence the course of events? 

10.  King Leonidas led the Spartans at Thermopylae. How did Leonidas sacrifice his life and the lives of his royal bodyguards for the benefit of Sparta? 

11.  The Spartans fought in phalanx formations. What is a phalanx? Why is a phalanx effective? 

12.  Sparta and Athens always had strained relations. Why was there suspicion between Sparta and Athens? 

13.  Persia constantly threatened Greece. How did the Athenians finally suppress the Persian threat to their city-state? 

14.  Spartan believed in oligarchic rule. What is an oligarchy? How is it different than a monarchy? 

15.  Spartan and Athenian culture differed vastly. Describe the differences between Spartans and Athenians. 

16.  Why did the helots finally rebel against their Spartan masters? 

17.  How did Pericles help usher in the Athenian golden age? 

18.  Discuss some of the highlights of the Athenian golden age.

19.  Discuss the role of gods and goddesses in Greek life and culture. 

20.  The Peloponnesian War was one of the most famous wars of the ancient world. What was this war about? Who fought in this war? What was the outcome? 

Extra Credit:  What is the legacy of Sparta? 

