Rise of Christianity in the Roman Empire
Why would Romans not want a “Messiah” (savior) to exist within the Empire?

Christianity
· A Jew born in Nazareth, which was controlled by Rome

· Born to a carpenter, spent much of his life performing miracles, doing good works, and teaching about one God and the 10 Commandments 

· Preached of the poor being blessed 

· Promised salvation and eternal life to anyone who repented their sins and believed in God

· His followers were known as apostles and wrote down much of his story in the New Testament 

· The Torah (Jewish holy book) + the New Testament(Stories of Jesus) make up the Christian bible

Jesus, the threat to Rome

· With Jesus gaining popularity, that took power and authority from the Romans
· Jesus was accused of blasphemy and defying Roman authority and was sentenced to death
· According to Christian ideas, Jesus was crucified, died, and was placed in a tomb, yet 3 days later he rose from the dead
· After his death, many Christians are persecuted in the Colosseum for their beliefs 
Christianity Spreads

· Jesus’ followers kept spreading the message and story of Jesus throughout the empire
· The Pax Romana allows for safe travels throughout the empire, facilitating Jesus’ story 
· It appeals to poor and middle class people by offering
· Acceptance to all people
· A personal relationship to God- no need to go through a priest
· Hope!
· A promise of eternal life after death
Christianity becomes the official religion of the Roman empire

· Constantine (312 C.E.) was marching into battle, and prayed that if his side won, he would start to be Christian.  Then he saw a cross (Christian symbol) and painted crosses on his soldiers’ shields- they WON

· Eventually Christians stop being persecuted and instead become the dominant religion of the empire

· The Pope (Christian top holy official) sets up the Vatican in Rome
