The Rise of Islam  
Bellringer:  How or why do major ideas spread across thousands of miles?  Who carries the message?  

In about 600 C.E., traders throughout Arabia, Africa, and Asia began carrying the message of a new religious tradition, that of Islam.

Islam is born
· Islam is a religion founded with the ideal of 1 god, Allah
· Muhammad is the prophet of Islam.  He spent much time praying, and when he was 40 yrs old, he heard a message from the angel Gabriel to go and spread the message of Allah
· As he began to spread the message, some of his followers were attacked.  Muhammad then took them to a new city- this journey is called the Hijrah
· Islam gathered more followers, and this began to unite the Arab world
Ideas of Islam

· The 5 Pillars of Islam- the 5 things to do to be a good Muslim

1. Faith- a good Muslim must pray that “There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah”

2. Prayer- Muslims must pray 5 times a day toward Mecca (the holiest temple)

3. Alms- Muslims must give to the poor, and this is almost like a religious tax to support the less fortunate

4. Fasting- During the holy month of Ramadan, Muslims may not eat between sunrise and sunset as a sign of holiness

5. Pilgrimage- If they can physically and economically, Muslims should make the hajj, or pilgrimage to Mecca 

· Muslims are supposed to remember to live their religion, and the 5 pillars help them to do so. 

· The holy book of Islam is the Qur’an, a compilation of prayers from Muhammad- it is written in Arabic which helped to unite the Islamic world
· The holy laws of Islam are contained in the Shari’a

Islam, Christianity, and Judaism

· All three religions hold the same God as holy

· Islam and Judaism consider Jesus a prophet, just not as the prophet

· They all believe in heaven and hell, a judgment day, and have shared roots

· All believe that Jerusalem should belong to them, and that their holy book guaranteed the land to them

Islamic Culture

· Men are dominant in society, women are supposed to be less visible in society

· The Qur’an declares women and men =, and women have special rights in the family and in the marriage

Muslim Inventions 
· New Medicine- combining methods of European and Asian doctors
· Math and astronomy- algebra
· Emphasis on scholarship as the way to enlightenment- House of Wisdom- a combination university, library, and translation center
