The Roman Republic
Rome was built on 7 rolling hills in the center of Italy on the Tiber River.  It had good location for trade and farming, but was safe because it wasn’t directly on the Mediterranean Sea.  

· Republic-  A type of gov’t in which citizens have the power, but then they elect their leaders

· Patricians-  Wealthy landowners in Rome- hold most political power and have highest social position (How is this similar or different to America today?)

· Plebeians-  Common farmers, traders, and craftsmen of Rome- the common man

· 12 Tables- The law code of Rome, a list of rules and laws for Rome, and the idea that free citizens deserve protection under the law

 The United States Government compared to Rome’s Government
	
	Rome
	Present day U.S. 

	

Executive
	· 2 Consuls (1 year terms) lead the gov’t and the army
	· 1 President (4 year terms) leads gov’t and army

	Legislative

(Lawmaking)
	· Senate of 300 ppl (life)

· Centuriate Assembly of soldiers (life)

· Tribal Assembly (life)- by neighborhood
	·  Senate of 100 (6 yrs)

· House of Representatives of 435 people (2 yrs)

	Judicial 

(Court system)
	· 8 Praetors (judges) chosen by the Centuriate Assembly
	· 9 Supreme Court Justices (judges) chosen by the pres.

	Legal Code
	· 12 Tables- a list of rules
	· U.S. Constitution- a list of laws

	Citizenship
	·  Adult male landowners
	· All native born or naturalized citizens


Roman Republic’s Power:  Rome conquers Italy and more land by taking over and then allowing the losers to join Roman society (just not be citizens) and is soon able to expand its power past Italy to Africa, Europe, and a little bit of Asia.
But in about 100 B.C.
· Rich were getting richer, poor were getting poorer and the society was crumbling

· Civil war broke out in Rome 
· Julius Caesar and his two friends Crassus and Pompey take over take over Rome in 60 B.C. as the first Triumvirate (group of 3 rulers)
· Caesar is a great ruler, but also wants power for himself- he runs Crassus and Pompey out of town and takes over as ruler for life

· New reforms-  good calendar, new jobs and housing, colonies, more $ for soldiers

· In 44 B.C. Caesar is surrounded in the Senate and is stabbed by a group of senators 23 times including his friend Marcus Brutus(Et tu, Brute?)

The Second Triumvirate

· Octavian, Mark Antony and Lepidus get together to rule 

· Jealousy and Violence break up this triumvirate

· Lepidus is run out of town

· Mark Antony goes to Egypt to fight for Rome, meets Cleopatra and falls in love
· Civil war breaks out between Octavian and Mark Antony- Octavian wins, and Mark Antony and his lover Cleopatra commit suicide
· Octavian takes the title Augustus, or the exalted one- becomes emperor

The Pax Romana (Roman Peace)

· Augustus had an empire of 60-80 million people yet kept peace (which lasted over 200 years)

· Trade and Agriculture help to gain great wealth for Rome

