Early Chinese Society
Bellringer:  What is a dynasty?  What types of things do families pass down to their children today?
Dynasty:  A series of rulers from one family- Rulers pass power to their sons

B.C. 202 China-   The Han dynasty is established which rules China for over 400 years- This was one of the greatest influences in the formation of China

Concepts from the Han Dynasty

· Centralized Government- One main gov’t holds authority over the state

· Expansion - China grew to its present day size in 100 B.C. (Roman Empire)
· Structured society- Emperor on top, then gov’t officials, nobles, peasants, merchants, and slaves in that order- Pic pg 202
· Government bureaucracy- organized chain of commands and civil service

· Mandate of Heaven- the Emperor gets to rule because it is heaven’s wish

· Confucianism- a moral code based on duty, service, and education

· Technology- paper which helped spread education, horse collar harness used for farming, as well as the wheelbarrow, the plow, and others

· Silk was considered a national secret and was Very valuable- Silk Road
· Cultural unification- assimilation brought conquered people into Chinese culture
	The Han Dynasty
	The Roman Empire

	Centralized Government
	Centralized Government

	Built roads and walls for defense
	Built roads and walls for defense

	United people with Chinese Language
	Many different languages in empire

	Constant conflict with neighboring tribes
	Constant conflict with neighboring tribes

	Empire fell apart- reunited in 618
	Empire fell apart- never restored


The Han Dynasty also traded with the Romans via the Silk Road, a 7,000 mile unpaved road that allowed Chinese traders to carry silk to the Roman Empire in exchange for $$$!  It was a dangerous trip, but had great rewards.
The fall of the Han Dynasty

· Rich kept getting richer and then took advantage of the poor
· Corruption and power hungry people took over the Emperor
· Floods and widespread poverty disrupted and destroyed the Han Dynasty
Listed below are items that emerged from China over many centuries.  Pick 5 things you wouldn’t want to live without and write why.

Paper




silk



matches

Wheelbarrows


gunpowder


the decimal system 

the waterwheel 


sundial


astronomy

ink




folding umbrella

calligraphy

animal harness


playing cards

printing

abacus



wallpaper


the crossbow

ice cream



pottery wheel

fireworks

paper money


compass


seismograph

porcelain china


lacquer paint

medicines

dominoes



jump rope


kites

tea ceremony
Now compare your 5 items you could not live without with your neighbor.  Did you have similar items?  

China developed over thousands of years with little interference from the Western world.  China was isolated geographically by mountains and water.  Chinese ideas did spread slightly, but cultural interactions were limited.  Also, because of the many dynasty changes in China, sometimes it was not safe to travel.  – Cheat Sheet of China
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