Enlightenment in Europe

Enlightenment=an intellectual movement that stresses reason, thought and the power of individuals to solve problems.

I. Two views on Government: Thomas Hobbes Vs. John Locke


A. Hobbes Social Contract


1. 

2. To escape a horrid life brought on by the selfishness of people, humans must hand over their rights to a strong ruler and gaining law and order



3. 

4. Believed that the best government is an absolute monarchy b/c it can impose order over the selfish, wicked people


B. Locke’s Natural Rights



1. 



2. People have the naturally ability to govern their own affairs



3. 

II. Philosophes (Social Critics of France) Advocate Reason

A. Believed people cold apply reason to all areas of life

B. 



1. Reason-Truth can be discovered through logical thought



2. 



3. Happiness-people-be happy on earth, don’t wait for heaven

4. Progress-society can improve

5. 

C. Voltaire, Philosophe who publishes 70 books on these ideas

D. 

E. Jean Jacque Rousseau believed in individual freedom and that the only good government could be a direct democracy

F. 

IV. Legacy of Enlightenment

A. The theories of the Philosophes influenced the American and French Revolutions

B.
C. Importance of individual, people turn away from church and govt. make decisions themselves

