The Aztecs

I. Location-The Valley of Mexico


A. Attractive are due to natural resources



1. Large Valley at the base of a mountain



2. Shallow lakes



3. Fertile Soil


B. Location of Many Powerful Cultures



1. the Teotihuacan and the Toltecs



2. Influenced by the Olmec and Zapotec



3. The Aztec considered by many to the most powerful of



Mesoamerica and were also located here

II. The Aztecs


A. Arrived in Valley of Mexico around AD 1200



1. Came to the Valley and found the remains of the Toltec culture



2. Left nomadic ways settling in the valley as hired soldiers to the



remaining Toltec



3. eventually found own city, Tenochtitlan, in 1320


B. Aztecs get stronger



1. Form a Triple Alliance with Texcoco & Tlacopan



2. Alliance becomes leading power in the valley



3. the Alliance had 5-15 million people and stretched over 80,000



square miles to each coast



4. Power based on military conquest, tributes, and brutality against



rebellious villages


C. The Aztec Social System

III. Tenochtitlan: A Planned City


A. An Urban Center



1. by 1500's larger than London or any European capital of the



time at 200,000-400,000 people



2. Located on the lake surrounded by smaller cities



3. Complex Structures




1. Roads and bridges connecting residential and city center




2. Canals allowing canoes to bring trade items to the city




center and markets




3. Palaces, temples, government buildings

IV. Religion


A. Polytheistic-1,000's of Gods and temples


B. Religious practices



1. Elaborate public ceremonies to communicate with the Gods



2. Priests offerings and people presented songs and dances



3. The Sun God (Huitzilopochtli) made the sun rise




a. Needed human blood as nourishment




b. w/o blood the sun would not rise, life would end




c. 1,000's of slaves, criminals, and war captives killed yearly

